Collects and Readings
12 November 2017
rd
3 Sunday before Advent
Collect
Almighty Father, whose will is to
restore all things in your beloved
Son, the King of all: govern the
hearts and minds of those in
authority, and bring the families of
the nations, divided and torn apart
by the ravages of sin, to be subject
to his just and gentle rule; who is
alive and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever.
(or)
God, our refuge and strength, bring
near the day when wars shall cease
and poverty and pain shall end, that
earth may know the peace of heaven
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

First Reading –
Revelation 22:1-5
1

Then the angel showed me the river
of the water of life, as clear as
crystal, flowing from the throne of
God and of the Lamb 2down the
middle of the great street of the city.
On each side of the river stood the
tree of life, bearing twelve crops of
fruit, yielding its fruit every month.
And the leaves of the tree are for the
healing of the nations. 3No longer
will there be any curse. The throne

of God and of the Lamb will be in
the city, and his servants will serve
him. 4They will see his face, and his
name will be on their foreheads.
5
There will be no more night. They
will not need the light of a lamp or
the light of the sun, for the Lord
God will give them light. And they
will reign for ever and ever.

Gospel –
Matthew 5:38-48
38
"You have heard that it was said,
'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’
39
But I tell you, do not resist an evil
person. If anyone slaps you on the
right cheek, turn to them the other
cheek also. 40And if anyone wants
to sue you and take your shirt, hand
over your coat as well. 41If anyone
forces you to go one mile, go with
them two miles. 42Give to the one
who asks you, and do not turn away
from the one who wants to borrow
from you. 43"You have heard that it
was said, 'Love your neighbour and
hate your enemy.’ 44But I tell you,
love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you, 45that you
may be children of your Father in
heaven. He causes his sun to rise on
the evil and the good, and sends rain
on the righteous and the
unrighteous. 46If you love those
who love you, what reward will you
get? Are not even the tax collectors
doing that? 47And if you greet only
your own people, what are you
doing more than others? Do not

even pagans do that? 48Be perfect,
therefore, as your heavenly Father
is perfect.

Post Communion
God of peace, whose Son Jesus
Christ proclaimed the kingdom and
restored the broken to wholeness of
life: look with compassion on the
anguish of the world, and by your
healing power make whole both
people and nations; through our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Readings for next week –
19 November 2017
2nd Sunday before Advent
•
•

Nehemiah 10:35-39
2 Corinthians 9:6-15

