Collects and Readings
21 October 2018
st
21 Sunday after Trinity
Collect
Grant, we beseech you, merciful
Lord, to your faithful people pardon
and peace, that they may be
cleansed from all their sins and
serve you with a quiet mind;
through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord, who is alive and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
(or)
Almighty God, in whose service
lies perfect freedom: teach us to
obey you with loving hearts and
steadfast wills; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

First Reading –
Ezra 1
1

In the first year of Cyrus king of
Persia, in order to fulfil the word of
the LORD spoken by Jeremiah, the
LORD moved the heart of Cyrus
king of Persia to make a
proclamation throughout his realm
and also to put it in writing: 2"This
is what Cyrus king of Persia says: "
'The LORD, the God of heaven, has
given me all the kingdoms of the
earth and he has appointed me to
build a temple for him at Jerusalem
in Judah. 3Any of his people among

you may go up to Jerusalem in
Judah and build the temple of the
LORD, the God of Israel, the God
who is in Jerusalem, and may their
God be with them. 4And in any
locality where survivors may now
be living, the people are to provide
them with silver and gold, with
goods and livestock, and with
freewill offerings for the temple of
God in Jerusalem.' " 5Then the
family heads of Judah and
Benjamin, and the priests and
Levites--everyone whose heart God
had moved--prepared to go up and
build the house of the LORD in
Jerusalem. 6All their neighbours
assisted them with articles of silver
and gold, with goods and livestock,
and with valuable gifts, in addition
to all the freewill offerings.
7
Moreover, King Cyrus brought out
the articles belonging to the temple
of
the
LORD,
which
Nebuchadnezzar had carried away
from Jerusalem and had placed in
the temple of his god. 8Cyrus king of
Persia had them brought by
Mithredath the treasurer, who
counted them out to Sheshbazzar
the prince of Judah. 9This was the
inventory: gold dishes 30silver
dishes 1,000 silver pans 2910 gold
bowls 30matching silver bowls 410
other articles 1,000 11In all, there
were 5,400 articles of gold and of
silver. Sheshbazzar brought all
these along with the exiles when

they came up from Babylon to
Jerusalem.

Gospel – John 1:43-51
43

The next day Jesus decided to
leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he
said to him, "Follow me." 44Philip,
like Andrew and Peter, was from
the town of Bethsaida. 45Philip
found Nathanael and told him, "We
have found the one Moses wrote
about in the Law, and about whom
the prophets also wrote--Jesus of
Nazareth, the son of Joseph."
46
"Nazareth! Can anything good
come from there?" Nathanael asked.
"Come and see," said Philip.
47
When Jesus saw Nathanael
approaching, he said of him, "Here
truly is an Israelite in whom there is
no deceit." 48"How do you know
me?" Nathanael asked. Jesus
answered, "I saw you while you
were still under the fig tree before
Philip
called
you." 49Then
Nathanael declared, "Rabbi, you are
the Son of God; you are the king of
Israel." 50Jesus said, "You believe
because I told you I saw you under
the fig tree. You will see greater
things than that." 51He then added,
"Very truly I tell you, you will see
'heaven open, and the angels of God
ascending and descending on' the
Son of Man."

Post Communion
Father of light, in whom is no
change or shadow of turning, you
give us every good and perfect gift
and have brought us to birth by your
word of truth: may we be a living
sign of that kingdom where your
whole creation will be made perfect
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Readings for next week –
28 October 2018
Last Sunday after Trinity
•
•

Ezra 2: 1-2, 64-70
Revelation 20: 11-15

