Collects and Readings
18 June 2017
st
1 Sunday after Trinity
Collect
O God, the strength of all those who
put their trust in you, mercifully
accept our prayers and, because
through the weakness of our mortal
nature we can do no good thing
without you, grant us the help of your
grace, that in the keeping of your
commandments we may please you
both in will and deed; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive
and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever.
(or)
God of truth, help us to keep your law
of love and to walk in ways of
wisdom, that we may find true life in
Jesus Christ your Son.

First Reading –
1 Thessalonians 2:1-16
1

You know, brothers and sisters, that
our visit to you was not without
results. 2We had previously suffered
and been treated outrageously in
Philippi, as you know, but with the
help of our God we dared to tell you
his gospel in the face of strong
opposition. 3For the appeal we make
does not spring from error or impure
motives, nor are we trying to trick
you. 4On the contrary, we speak as
those approved by God to be entrusted
with the gospel. We are not trying to

please people but God, who tests our
hearts. 5You know we never used
flattery, nor did we put on a mask to
cover up greed--God is our witness.
6
We were not looking for praise from
people, not from you or anyone else,
even though as apostles of Christ we
could have asserted our authority.
7
Instead, we were like young children
among you. Just as a nursing mother
cares for her children, 8so we cared for
you. Because we loved you so much,
we were delighted to share with you
not only the gospel of God but our
lives as well. 9Surely you remember,
brothers and sisters, our toil and
hardship; we worked night and day in
order not to be a burden to anyone
while we preached the gospel of God
to you. 10You are witnesses, and so is
God, of how holy, righteous and
blameless we were among you who
believed. 11For you know that we dealt
with each of you as a father deals with
his own children, 12encouraging,
comforting and urging you to live
lives worthy of God, who calls you
into his kingdom and glory. 13And we
also thank God continually because,
when you received the word of God,
which you heard from us, you
accepted it not as a human word, but
as it actually is, the word of God,
which is indeed at work in you who
believe. 14For you, brothers and sisters,
became imitators of God's churches in
Judea, which are in Christ Jesus: You
suffered from your own people the
same things those churches suffered
from the Jews 15who killed the Lord
Jesus and the prophets and also drove
us out. They displease God and are

hostile to everyone 16in their effort to
keep us from speaking to the Gentiles
so that they may be saved. In this way
they always heap up their sins to the
limit. The wrath of God has come
upon them at last.

Second Reading –
Acts 17:1-15
1

When Paul and his companions had
passed through Amphipolis and
Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica,
where there was a Jewish synagogue.
2
As was his custom, Paul went into the
synagogue, and on three Sabbath days
he reasoned with them from the
Scriptures, 3explaining and proving
that the Messiah had to suffer and rise
from the dead. "This Jesus I am
proclaiming to you is the Messiah," he
said. 4Some of the Jews were
persuaded and joined Paul and Silas,
as did a large number of God-fearing
Greeks and quite a few prominent
women. 5But other Jews were jealous;
so they rounded up some bad
characters from the marketplace,
formed a mob and started a riot in the
city. They rushed to Jason's house in
search of Paul and Silas in order to
bring them out to the crowd. 6But
when they did not find them, they
dragged Jason and some other
believers before the city officials,
shouting: "These men who have
caused trouble all over the world have
now come here, 7and Jason has
welcomed them into his house. They
are all defying Caesar's decrees,
saying that there is another king, one
called Jesus." 8When they heard this,
the crowd and the city officials were

thrown into turmoil. 9Then they made
Jason and the others post bond and let
them go. 10As soon as it was night, the
believers sent Paul and Silas away to
Berea. On arriving there, they went to
the Jewish synagogue. 11Now the
Berean Jews were of more noble
character than those in Thessalonica,
for they received the message with
great eagerness and examined the
Scriptures every day to see if what
Paul said was true. 12As a result, many
of them believed, as did also a number
of prominent Greek women and many
Greek men. 13But when the Jews in
Thessalonica learned that Paul was
preaching the word of God at Berea,
some of them went there too, agitating
the crowds and stirring them up. 14The
believers immediately sent Paul to the
coast, but Silas and Timothy stayed at
Berea. 15Those who escorted Paul
brought him to Athens and then left
with instructions for Silas and
Timothy to join him as soon as
possible.

Post Communion
Eternal Father, we thank you for
nourishing us with these heavenly
gifts: may our communion strengthen
us in faith, build us up in hope, and
make us grow in love; for the sake of
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Readings for next week –
25 June 2017
2nd Sunday after Trinity
•
•

1 Peter 3:15-18
Acts 17:16-34

